


ST. MARY

RANDOLPH, MA

Second Sunday of Lent

MEMORIAL MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Saturday, March 1, 2008
4:00pm Rita Thomas &
Mary & Howard Arey & Family
Sunday, March 2, 2008
8:00am For The People
10:00am Juan B. Santos
11:30am Marjorie A. Rizzotto
Saturday, March 8, 2008
4:00pm John Deasy
Sunday, March 9, 2008
8:00am Krystyna Swienc
10:00am Elaine F. Mahoney
11:30am Mary Small

SECOND COLLECTIONS
MARCH

3/2/08 Catholic Appeal

3/9/08 Parish Energy

OFFERTORY
Loose Money/Checks $2308.00
Envelopes $2892.00
TOTAL $5200.00

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. MARY PARISH IN
YOUR WILL!

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE

IN THE ARMED FORCES
We wish to remember in our prayers those brave men
and women who are presently serving our country
overseas. Matthew Rodman, Michael Graham, Jeremy
Lucier, Antoine Zamy, Michael Rosa, Dennis Goulet,
Kevin Ryan, Andrew Caisse. Please call the parish
office if there is anyone you would like to add to this
prayer list.

MONDAYS WITH LENNIE

Many have read Mitch Albom’s book
“Tuesdays With Morrie” and realize how valuable it
can be to be in the presence of someone who touches
our life very deeply. During the season of Lent we
want to duplicate that learning experience by spending
3 Mondays with Lennie. Fr. Lennie Tighe will return
to St. Mary’s (he was here during Advent) for 3
sessions that will help us to meet the Lord and
recognize Him when we do. The remaining two
Monday evenings are: Monday, March 3™ and March
10" from 7-8:30pm in the Church Hall we will have
this opportunity. If you missed Fr. “Lennie” Tighe
during Advent, don’t miss him again. If you were here
in Advent and liked what you experienced, please come
back. If you want to go the extra mile during Lent, here
is the chance. Set aside these 3 nights. You will be
glad you did.

LUAU TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE

We want to do all we can to encourage our
parishioners and friends to get to know each other.
After all, Church is not just a “going to Mass”
experience, it is meant to enhance our sense of
belonging to a community. On Saturday evening,
March 8" we invite the adults of our community and
their friends to join us for a great evening of fun as the
Church Hall is converted into a Hawaiian paradise.
There will be a Chinese buffet, cash bar, dancing and
games. The committee has been hard at work to
guarantee that it is a great experience for all. Tickets
are now on sale from committee members or by calling
the Parish Center 781-963-4141. Cost is $25 per
person. Tables of 10 may be reserved. You must be 21
or over to attend. Doors open at 7:30pm and the
evening ends at midnight.

FINANCE COUNCIL
We have a Parish Finance Council who advise us on
parish expenditures and budget items. We meet
quarterly to discuss the financial status of the parish.
Our next meeting at the Parish Center will be this
Wednesday, March 5™ at 7pm. All members are
encouraged to be present.

SENIORS AT ST. MARY
Our next meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 7th
following the 12:10 Mass. BINGO is on the menu, as
well as lunch. See you all then. Stay warm.




FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 2, 2008

 pASTYRa Duras

I am now in the parish for 8 months and I
believe we are alive and well. I love St. Mary’s and the
Town of Randolph. Our community has received a lot
of negative publicity recently but we know that it is a
wonderful town in which to live, work and raise a
family. There are many issues that can contribute to a
healthy environment in our neighborhoods. Two of
those areas of concern presently in Randolph are
education and public safety.

When families choose a community in which to
settle down they always want to know about the school
system and the crime statistics. Randolph has been
struggling in both of those areas and it can force families
to make decisions to leave the town. That decision is
understandable but it creates a void in many ways within
families, among friends, within the Church/Synagogue
and in the business community. As you know, when a
school system is under performing people may remain in
the community but will withdraw their children from the
neighborhood schools and enroll them elsewhere. This
decision affects the school and the town because the
parents tend to center their energy around their
children’s school activities and to become invested in
another community (even if they don’t live there).

I don’t have to tell you that the housing market
is deeply affected as well. If the school system does not
have a good reputation, then the town can become an
undesirable place to raise a family. Also, a school that is
not challenging its students and instilling pride in their
academic abilities can become less safe and put our
children/teenagers at risk.

Those who have young people enrolled in the
Randolph Public Schools know that there are wonderful
teachers among the faculty, gifted administrators in our
system and some great course offerings. But as the
funding has been trimmed over the years and budget cuts
have been made throughout the schools the entire system
has been put in jeopardy.

What can we do about it? How do we save the
school system, our children’s education and our town’s
reputation?

On April 1" everyone in the town who is a
registered voter has the opportunity to voice his/her
opinion on the Override Questions. There will be 3
questions to be voted on:

Question #1 is for the School Override in the amount of
$5,480,738.

Question #2 is for the Police Dept. in the amount of
$411,323.

Question #3 is for the Fire Dept. in the amount of
$200,000.

As it appears now the amount of money which
the town raises through its taxes and other revenues plus
the money the State allocates is not enough to
adequately meet the needs of our educational system and
public safety issues.

If these shortfalls are not remedied, we may save
hundreds of dollars in taxes but lose thousands of dollars
as the value of property in our town decreases.

Last year when there was an attempt to pass the
Override, it lost by 400 votes and only 19% of parents
who had children in school voted. Everyone has the
right to their opinion and in this country we have the
privilege and responsibility to let it be known at the
voting booth. How you vote is your choice. What a
great day in the history of Randolph if we could
motivate record numbers to make the time on April 1% to
express their preference on questions 1, 2 and 3.

We have the opportunity to actually change the
way many people view our community. We can
convince people that our best days are ahead of us.

These issues of education and public safety are
actually issues of life and death. It is our responsibility
to be concerned about every aspect of our own lives and
the life of our town. Education is Knowledge and
Knowledge is power. The better educated our children
and teenagers become, the healthier they will be
physically, emotionally and spiritually. Our young
people need to be proud of their abilities, their town and
their schools. We have the opportunity to tell them that
we will do all we can to assure that they can receive the
best education possible right here and right now. At the
same time, we improve the reputation of our town and
continue to attract young families to Randolph who can
be impressed with our school system and the safety of
our streets.

Cast your vote on April 1* and do all you can to
guarantee that we will continue to enjoy life in
Randolph.

Fr. Coyne

P. S. Education and public safety issues should not
drain us of our energy. They should energize us!

EASTER FLOWERS

Keeping with tradition that is very sacred to
many of our parishioners, we invite you to donate
toward the flowers that will enhance our Church and
Sanctuary at Easter. The gift can be made in memory of
loved ones who have died. Those who receive
envelopes will have one for Easter Flowers. We also
will have them available at the doors of the Church



beginning this weekend (March 1 & 2). After Easter we
will publish a pamphlet with the names of loved ones
remembered through your generosity. Thank you.

CORI FORMS

All  of our parishioners involved in
ministries/organizations or volunteering are required to
fill out a CORI (Criminal Offense Record Investigation)
Form and return it to the parish on the weekend of
March 15/16. At that time the Parish Staff will sign your
form to verify your identity and will then forward the
completed forms to the Archdiocese. The State of
Massachusetts does the background checks to assure the
safety of all of our parishioners (especially our children).
Each of us is then asked to sign a Code of Conduct:
Statement of Agreement drawn up by the Archdiocese.
This is an attempt by the Archdiocese of Boston and all
parishes (including St. Mary’s, to do all we can to
guarantee our parents that their children/teenagers will
be safe when in our care.

MEA CULPA, MEA CULPA,
MEA MAXIMA CULPA

Do you remember those words recited at Mass
as we pounded our chest: “Through my fault, through
my fault, through my most grievous fault”. Well, I feel
that way because I gave you incorrect information in last
week’s bulletin. I wonder how many noticed. It was
brought to my attention by a few. In naming the 4
presidents assassinated I mistakenly put Ulysses S. Grant
when it should have been James Garfield. It is a
reminder of how careful we have to be when we take
someone else’s word regarding history. For your
information: In 1880 James Garfield was elected to the
presidency. He took office on March 4, 1881 and was
shot July 2, 1881, which eventually led to his death on
September 19, 1881. On the other hand, Ulysses S.
Grant after retiring from the Presidency, developed
Cancer of the throat. He died in 1885. By the way, 6
presidents survived assassination attempts — Andrew
Jackson, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt, Harry
Truman, Gerald Ford and Ronald Regan. The End!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Easter Baskets: As a service project each year, our
grade ten students assemble Easter Baskets for Evelyn
House a homeless shelter for families in Stoughton. The
students take it upon themselves to raise the funds for
the needed materials and supplies. If you are
approached by a grade 10 student for a monetary
donation, we do ask that you be generous. We will be

assembling the baskets during class on Tuesday, March
18",

Stations of the Cross — Our junior high students began
rehearsals for our live dramatization of the Stations of
the Cross. Come see Jesus carry his cross, Simon help
him, Veronica wipe his face and the woman weeping on
Friday, March 14™ at 7:30pm in the Church.

Archdiocesan Chastity Program — We wish to thank
our grade 4-8 parents who were able to attend last
Wednesday’s Parent Meeting concerning the new
Chastity Program. If you were unable to be with us, we
will be sending home a free DVD entitled, Know
Yourself, along with suggestions as to how to use this
information at home.

Our junior high students are scheduled to attend a
Chastity Workshop on Saturday, March 8™ from 10am to
2:30pm in the Religious Education Center. Lunch will
be provided.

Safety for God’s Children & Youth — We will soon,
once again, teach our Safety for God’s Children and
Youth program for K-8 which includes a multitude of
safety issues for kids including safe and unsafe touch.
Over the last four years, we have been overwhelmed by
the positive response we receive from both our young
people and from parents who appreciated the discussions
that these classes generate. It doesn’t just take a “village
to raise a child” it takes a “parish to raise a child”. We
are deeply committed and passionate about “keeping our
kids safe”.

These three classes will be taught during our regular
class sessions the weeks of March 11", March 25™ and
April 1. Detailed information was distributed at our
Parent Session on Sunday, February 17" and has also
been sent by mail to each parent.

We wish to offer our sincere thanks to the following
presenters for their passion and commitment to teach
these classes: Mrs. Nancy Harvey, Mrs. Madeline
Brennan, Mrs. Kathy Johnston, Mrs. Rose Eames, Mrs.
Shirley Delvecchio, Mrs. Julie Pantazelos, Mrs. Sonia
St. Louis, Mrs. Patty O’Connor and Mrs. Carol Bourne.



