


ST. MARY

RANDOLPH, MA

Third Sunday of Lent

MEMORIAL MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Saturday, February 23,2008
4:00pm Sister Elizabeth Lawless
Sunday, February 24, 2008
8:00am For The People
10:00am Paul Mueller
11:30am Eileen Tripp
Monday, February 25, 2008
12:10pm Margie Conroy
Tuesday, February 26, 2008
12:10pm Jose, Teresa, Maria and Tony Couto
Saturday, March 1, 2008
4:00pm Rita Thomas &

Mary & Howard Arey & Family
Sunday, March 2, 2008
8:00am For The People
10:00am Juan B. Santos
11:30am Marjorie A. Rizzotto

SECOND COLLECTIONS
MARCH
3/2/08 Catholic Appeal
3/9/08 Parish Energy
OFFERTORY
Loose Money/Checks $2296.00
Envelopes $3020.00
TOTAL $5316.00
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
2/10/08 $ 236.56
2/17/08 $ 220.05
Gifts $ 100.00

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. MARY PARISH IN
YOUR WILL!

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE

IN THE ARMED FORCES
We wish to remember in our prayers those brave men
and women who are presently serving our country
overseas. Matthew Rodman, Michael Graham, Jeremy
Lucier, Antoine Zamy, Michael Rosa, Dennis Goulet,
Kevin Ryan, Andrew Caisse. Please call the parish
office if there is anyone you would like to add to this
prayer list.

SANCTUARY CANDLE
The SANCTUARY CANDLE in the Church burns this
week for DAVID RENNIE donated by Johnston Sheet
Metal.

MONDAYS WITH LENNIE

Many have read Mitch Albom’s book
“Tuesdays With Maurie” and realize how valuable it
can be to be in the presence of someone who touches
our life very deeply. During the season of Lent we
want to duplicate that learning experience by spending
3 Mondays with Lennie. Fr. Lennie Tighe will return
to St. Mary’s (he was here during Advent) for 3
sessions that will help us to meet the Lord and
recognize Him when we do. On Monday, February
25" March 3™ and March 10™ from 7-8:30pm in the
Church Hall we will have this opportunity. If you
missed Fr. “Lennie” Tighe during Advent, don’t miss
him again. If you were here in Advent and liked what
you experienced, please come back. If you want to go
the extra mile during Lent, here is the chance. Set aside
these 3 nights. You will be glad you did.

LUAU TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE

We want to do all we can to encourage our
parishioners and friends to get to know each other.
After all, Church is not just a “going to Mass”
experience, it is meant to enhance our sense of
belonging to a community. On Saturday evening,
March 8" we invite the adults of our community and
their friends to join us for a great evening of fun as the
Church Hall is converted into a Hawaiian paradise.
There will be a Chinese buffet, cash bar, dancing and
games. The committee has been hard at work to
guarantee that it is a great experience for all. Tickets
are now on sale from committee members or by calling
the Parish Center 781-963-4141. Cost is $25 per
person. Tables of 10 may be reserved. You must be 21
or over to attend. Doors open at 7:30pm and the
evening ends at midnight.
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 pASTYRa Duras

We have had 2 meetings of an Adult Discussion
Club at St. Mary’s, which is open to all who want to talk
about their faith, the Church and how they affect our
lives and our decision making. @ We don’t take
attendance and there are about 20 people who have
joined us for the discussions. We not only talk about
Church teaching but try to discover where it originates
and if it has changed over the years. We not only
discuss Scripture but how it can be interpreted
differently over the years. We not only share our views
of God but how our experience of God has changed as
We grow.

It is true that our view of God definitely affects
our view of ourselves. At our last meeting we shared
some of the changes that have taken place since the early
60’s within the Church and what motivated those
changes. Unfortunately, in some cases, there was not a
lot of education that took place in parishes regarding
these changes and so some people never understood the
reasons or history behind the new teaching or approach.
Some of the questions that have been raised for
discussion are: What is our relationship with other
religions? Why am I a Catholic today? Who does
decide when Church teaching changes and what is the
process? Who changes the rules? What if you disagree
\with the Church, do you have to leave? How can we
improve the image of the Catholic Church? If God
forgives us, does the Church? How do we form our
conscience? Why is there a movement to return to the
Latin Mass? Why do we look at God differently than we
did growing up? Are we even allowed to ask these
questions? It is a very honest discussion among
everyday Catholics. You hear lots of people say they
wish they had the chance to sit down and talk about the
issues. You are more than welcome to join us. There is
a feeling of respect and hospitality present at our
sessions. Everyone has the opportunity to be heard.

Last week I asked 2 questions regarding the
Presidents. These are the answers: The 4 presidents
who were assassinated: Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S.
Grant, William McKinley and John F. Kennedy. Many
may have answered that correctly but I guarantee not
many had the correct answer to the second question:
Who was the youngest president? The answer is
Theodore Roosevelt. If 1 said who was the youngest
elected president, it would be John F. Kennedy but
Theodore Roosevelt was 42 years of age when he
succeeded William McKinley because of his
assassination.

Life just continues to get more interesting.

Enjoy it!
Fr. Coyne

THE CATHOLIC APPEAL

As you know there is an Annual Appeal by the
Archdiocese of Boston (formerly called the Cardinal’s
Appeal) but now referred to as the Catholic Appeal. The
proceeds help to fund all the activities, programs and
charities that are sponsored by the Archdiocese of
Boston. Every parish is assessed a certain amount based
on our previous year’s Offertory & Grand Annual
Collections. This year St. Mary’s goal is $23,500 which
I believe is attainable. If we surpass this goal we receive
25% of the funds contributed over that amount.

In the recent past I don’t believe we have ever
reached our goal but I am convinced we can do it this
year. Cardinal Sean O’Malley has done a lot to earn
back the trust of the people of the Archdiocese. It is
very understandable that many refused to contribute to
the Archdiocese because of the mishandling of the sex
abuse scandal and anger over the reconfiguration
process.

Many people are now more willing to look once
again at the possibility of once again contributing to
causes that are so necessary for the good of the Church,
the world and the poor.

Anyone who contributed to the Catholic Appeal
over the past 4 years will receive a brochure in the mail
directly from the Archdiocese asking you to renew a
pledge for this year. We will also have pledge envelopes
available in the Church next weekend for those who may
wish to pledge for the first time.

The Catholic Appeal weekend is March 1 & 2
(traditionally it has been in May but many parishes felt
March was more acceptable). The staff has decided that
we hope to show the video put out by the Archdiocese
on the weekend of February 23 & 24™ at all the
Masses. We want you to know exactly what your
generosity will support.

Our target goal is to have 275 families choose to
contribute to the Catholic Appeal. We are becoming
more and more conscious of our responsibility for our
parish and our offertory increase is an example of that
willingness to support our local Church. Now we hope
many will want to support the Church beyond our local
community as well.

By the way, each priest is also asked to support
the Catholic Appeal and we pledge as well. 1 would
never ask you to contribute if I didn’t do so myself.



LIP SYNCH

This weekend we will make the decision about
whether to go ahead with the Lip Synch contest on
February 29", It depends on the number of entrees we
receive. Those who have passed in their applications
will receive a call one way or the other. We hope to
have at least 10 acts to make the evening entertaining
and beneficial.

ETHNICALLY DIVERSE PARISHES

I will be attending a Day of Recollection offered
by the Office for Clergy Support and Ongoing
Formation and the Office For Cultural Diversity on
Monday, February 25" at St. John Seminary. It is a
workshop for those who serve parishes with significant
immigrant communities. There will be a keynote
speaker: Sr. Marie Prefontaini followed by discussions
and questions. This is a wonderful opportunity to
broaden my horizons and to do all we can to make St.
Mary Parish a healthier community.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Just a reminder to our grade 4-8 parents! We are
scheduled for a Parent Meeting this Wednesday,
February 27™ at 7:15pm in the Religious Education
Center concerning the new Archdiocesan Chastity
Program. During this meeting our 4" & 5" grade
parents will receive a DVD that they can take home and
view with their young people if they choose or can save
it for a future time. Our grade 7 & 8 parents will also
receive this DVD and will view the chastity curriculum
that will be used during our grade 7 & 8 workshop for
students. The workshop is for grade 7 & 8 students only
and is scheduled for Saturday, March 8" from 10am to
2:30pm in our Religious Education Center. We will be
serving lunch as part of the workshop.

As part of the Archdiocesan 200" Anniversary,
our parish will be offering ARISE. ARISE is a spiritual
renewal program that every member of our parish is
welcome to participate in including our youth. All over
the parish beginning in October, small faith sharing
groups will be meeting to read reflection stories and
Scripture stories with a chance to “faith share” with one
another. A “team” of 16 parishioners has been put
together to help oversee the ARISE program. This team
met for the first time two weeks ago and began with faith
sharing that will help move us toward the birth of our
ARISE program. This coming Thursday, February 28",
this team will travel to Holy Family in Duxbury for an
Archdiocesan Workshop for Parish team formation. Just
a reminder to our team, we will meet at 6:15 pm at the
Religious Education (School Building) to carpool to

Duxbury. The meeting starts at 7pm. This is such an
exciting time for both the Archdiocese and parishes as
we begin this wonderful celebration.

BAPTISM PREPARATION
If you are interested in Baptizing your baby, please call
the Parish Office 781-963-4141 for information.

FATHER MAFFEI’S BOOK CLUB REMINDER
Fr. Maffei’s Book Club will be meeting on Thursday
evening, February 28th" at 7:30pm at the Rectory.

WELCOME
We are pleased to have you with us. If you are a new
parishioner and haven’t filled out a registration card
please fill out the following and drop it in the collection
basket or mail it to the Parish Pastoral Center, 22 Seton
Way, Randolph, MA 02368

NAME:
ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE:

Please send weekly offertory envelopes

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Rev. Ronald D. Coyne, Chairperson
Sheila Campbell, Vice Chairperson

Rev. Vincent R. Maffei
Rev. Garrett J. Barry
Deacon James Eames

Patricia Abbett
Olivia Pereira-Clarke
Tom & Jackie Dugan
Bill & Shirley Delvecchio
Kevin Reilly, Finance Council Rep.
James Hurley

Drickerson Saint Louis

Jean Riguel-Ulysses
James Walsh
James Sullivan, Senior’s Rep.




