


ST. MARY

RANDOLPH, MA

First Sunday of Lent

MEMORIAL MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Saturday, February 9, 2008
4:00pm Kevin G. McKinnon
Sunday, February 10, 2008

8:00am For The People
11:30am David Rennie
Tuesday, February 12, 2008
12:10pm James, Margaret & Peter Turro
Thursday, February 14, 2008
4:00pm Manuel, Angelo, Angelina
and Isaura Verdadeiro
Friday, February 15, 2008
12:10pm David O’Connor
Saturday, February 16, 2008
4:00pm Emma G. Donahue
Sunday, January 17, 2008
8:00am For The People
10:00am James Abercrombie

SECOND COLLECTIONS
FEBRUARY
2/10/08 Collection for the Holy Father
OFFERTORY
Loose Money/Checks $2028.00
Envelopes $3399.00
TOTAL $5427.00
PARISH MAINTENANCE/ENERGY
Loose Money/Checks $ 903.00
Envelopes $1101.00
TOTAL $2004.00
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL $128.00

PLEASE REMEMBER ST. MARY PARISH IN
YOUR WILL!

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE

IN THE ARMED FORCES
We wish to remember in our prayers those brave men
and women who are presently serving our country
overseas. Matthew Rodman, Michael Graham, Jeremy
Lucier, Antoine Zamy, Michael Rosa, Dennis Goulet,
Kevin Ryan, Andrew Caisse. Please call the parish
office if there is anyone you would like to add to this
prayer list.

OFFERTORY OBSERVATIONS

You are now aware that we have done our best
to eliminate our second collections and hope to be able
to make our dream of ending all second collections a
reality as soon as possible. There are no longer any
holyday collections (with the exception of Christmas
for retired priests — mandated by the Archdiocese) and
we have also eliminated 2 second collections each
month. This means that 2 weekends a month we have a
second collection (one for energy and one for the
special Archdiocesan collection e.g. Seminary,
Missions etc.....

Our goal for the parish is $7000 each week for
the parish in our first collection. Since we set the goal
we have achieved it once ($7007) in November. Since
then we have fluctuated between $6700 and $4329 (last
week). This is a huge difference as you can see and it
means that we do not reach our budgeted goal. We are
convinced that many of you see what is happening as
our parish is able to afford to do more and your
increased giving makes it possible. We are also hoping
that those who have hesitated to increase their offertory
will join us in striving to reach our goal of $7000 each
week. There is no doubt that we can do this if each of
us makes it a priority. Those contributing between $1
and $9 per week please consider what a difference your
generosity can make in guaranteeing a healthy future
for St. Mary Parish. That is our motivation. We are
aware that weather and holiday weekends affect our
attendance and, therefore, our collections. If you are
unable to celebrate with us on a given weekend we ask
you to make up for that lost revenue when you return
the following weekend. When we draw up the budget
for the year we have to set a steady amount for our
expected weekly collection. Anytime we fall short it
hurts. We ask you to notice the totals of our
collections, which we print in the bulletin each week.
What a great feeling it is to know that your increased
giving is making a difference. We should feel proud
that we can be an example to other parishes in the

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING

The next meeting of the Pastoral Council will
be in the Parish Center on Thursday, February 14™ at
7pm. We ask that each Council member make every
effort to be present. There is a lot happening and in the
planning stages and we want your input and expertise.
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 pASTYRa Duras

Fr. Dan Kennedy, 34, a graduate of Catholic
Memorial and Providence College who grew up at St.
Joseph’s in Needham and was ordained a priest in May
2007 died suddenly last Sunday, January 27" from a
massive heart attack. He ran marathons and apparently
was in great shape. He was stationed at St. John’s in
Winthrop.

What a tragedy. He had his whole life ahead of
him and was going to have a strong impact in so many
people’s lives in the Archdiocese of Boston. His family
and friends are devastated. I am writing this on Friday
evening, January 31% having just returned from his
wake. I will attend his funeral tomorrow morning. It
will be a celebration of our faith — his faith. We will talk
about his life and his new life.

When tragedies like this happen many people
ask “why?” That question “why?” is centered in a
concept of God that I no longer hold: That God is the
one who plans out every aspect of life and that
everything that happens is part of God’s plan. I believe
that God is as devastated by Dan’s death as we are. God
does not bring about the death and is not responsible for
this tragedy (or any other) but when they occur God
brings about the resurrection, the new life, the reason to
have hope and the reason to go on living even though
our hearts are broken. So when these traumatic events
happen I no longer ask why did this happen, I ask how
did this happen? Whereas why? Is focused on God,
how? Is focused here. I can answer how did this happen.
Doctors can answer that question for us and they will let
us know that it had nothing to do with God’s will.

Hopefully, we no longer ask why hurricanes,
tornadoes, earthquakes, and tsunamis happen and come
to the conclusion that they are God’s will and that it is
God’s punishment for us. That was our belief not too
long ago. But now if we ask how do hurricanes,
tornadoes,  earthquakes and  tsunamis  happen
meteorologists will tell us what causes these disasters
and it has nothing to do with God. We can choose to
deny this scientific proof but that is a choice we make to
continue to view God as an unapproachable tyrant who
must be appeased by humanity and feared. That is not
the God that Jesus reveals to us. If we are Christians it is
in the life of Jesus that we most truly meet God.

There is a lot of pain in our world and much of it
is not physical, it is emotional. Our concept of God’s
role in our lives can add to that pain or help to relieve it.
I can’t prove any of what I believe about God’s role in
the world but I do believe God loves us unconditionally.

If we would never will tragedy for our own children,
how could God will tragedy for us? We cannot out love
God!

Dan no longer believes, he knows. With that
knowledge he rests in peace. May his family and friends
be assured of that.

We only go this way once, so enjoy life!

Fr. Coyne

THANK YOU FOR THE THANK YOU

We are deeply indebted to Pat Abbett and our
Hospitality Committee for sponsoring our Appreciation
Night last Saturday. This is our parish attempt to thank
all those involved on staff, in ministries, and as
volunteers. It was a wonderful, fun-filled evening and
we are so blessed with so many people of all ages
determined to enhance the life of the parish.

WE ARE BLESSED
This year St. Mary Parish is welcoming 8 new
parishioners into the Church on Holy Saturday night,
March 22™. There are 3 adults and 5 children who are
presently in the process of being instructed and
experiencing what it is like to be part of the believing
community in the Catholic Church. Over the next few
weeks they will be present at some of our liturgies and
they continue to deepen their faith journey. We are
thrilled that we are the Parish they have chosen to join

and where they will celebrate their faith.

MONDAYS WITH LENNIE

Many have read Mitch Albom’s book “Tuesdays
With Maurie” and realize how valuable it can be to be in
the presence of someone who touches our life very
deeply. During the season of Lent we want to duplicate
that learning experience by spending 3 Mondays with
Lennie. Fr. Lennie Tighe will return to St. Mary’s (he
was here during Advent) for 3 sessions that will help us
to meet the Lord and recognize Him when we do. On
Monday, February 25", March 3™ and March 10" from
7-8:30pm in the Church Hall we will have this
opportunity. If you missed Fr. “Lennie” Tighe during
Advent, don’t miss him again. If you were here in
Advent and liked what you experienced, please come
back. If you want to go the extra mile during Lent, here
is the chance. Set aside these 3 nights. You will be glad
you did.



MEALS NEEDED
A family in our parish is experiencing an illness
and is in need of meals 2-3 times per week. If you
would like to help out please call Susan Curtis at 781-
963-0471.

ST. MARY SENIORS

Despite the inclement weather last Friday, there
were quite a few hardy St. Mary’s Seniors who attended
the meeting. The Pound Auction was very successful
and as usual many walked away with a bag of items,
some were not quite so lucky. It was a lot of fun just the
same. Many thanks to those who helped make this a
very enjoyable day. The money raised from this auction
will be used next month as prizes when we play Bingo.

The door prize winner was Millie Roos. The
raffle prizes were won by Jean Hartley, Phyllis Mullally
and Margaret Reynolds.

Our next meeting is scheduled for March 7.
Stay warm. See you all then.

PARISH ACTIVITIES
We are sponsoring a trip to Reagle Players on
Friday evening, March 14" to see “A Little Bit of
Ireland”. Sign up will only take place at the Pastoral
Center. Price is $32.00 for ticket and $10.00 for the bus
— Total $42.00 and must be paid at the time you sign up.
No tickets will be purchased unless paid for

SPRING FUND RAISER
SPONSORED BY ST.

MARY’S ACTIVITIES COMMISSION

Our new Calendar Card is for the Month of
April. They will be on sale for the whole month of
March. The Calendar Cards will be mailed to your home
the last week in February. Once again, we ask for your
support. Where else can you spend $10.00 and have 30
chances to win a prize.

Additional cards may be purchased at the
Pastoral Center.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL UPDATE

In the calendar month of January your St.
Vincent De Paul Society assisted eleven families with
food vouchers, two families in danger of losing their
apartments, one family with a situation involving the
electric bill, one family with oil, one family with
emergency housing.

Without your continued support we would not
have been able to assist these families.

ADULT DISCUSSION CLUB

We had a very successful 1* meeting of those in
the Parish and beyond who came to talk openly about
their relationship with God and the Church. All are
welcome. ] We will meet every other week and vary the
night. Our next session in the Church Hall will be
Tuesday, February 12" from 7pm-8:30pm. We ask that
people arrive on time because it affects the dynamics of
conversation. For the next meeting each person is asked
if they are confused by a change that has taken place in
the Church or a teaching about God that has changed for
the better or for the worse. We hopefully can get to the
root of these changes and the history behind them.
People do not have to be present for each session. You
are welcome to any or some of the discussions
depending on your schedule.

SEVENTH & EIGHTH GRADE BOYS OLYMPICS

St. Mary’s would like to enter at least one team
or more into a Junior High Olympics that we will
sponsor on Tuesday, February 19™ at the Murphy School
in Dorchester. Fr. Coyne has organized this day for
many years and we invite many parishes to enter teams.
The boys compete throughout the day in basketball,
volleyball, gym, hockey, water basketball and superstars
(chin-ups, tug-o-war, long jump, etc). Lunch is included
and trophies are awarded at the end of the day. We will
go together, meeting in the Church parking lot on
Tuesday, February 19™ at 8:30am and returning around
S5pm. Cost is free. The parish will pay. Any boy in
Grade 7 or 8 in public or parochial school is welcome.
We will pass out information to our Religious Education
classes. Others should call Fr. Coyne (781) 963-4141 if
you are interested. We also need high school students
and older to referee and score keep. There will be a
similar day for girls on the April vacation,

INTERFAITH CLERGY ASSOCIATION

Our newly rejuvenated Protestant, Catholic,
Jewish leaders will meet together next Monday, January
7th at 7pm at the Congregational Church. This will be
our first meeting since the Thanksgiving Service. We
hope to be a very strong presence in the community and
hope to encourage positive communication and
programming among the Churches, Congregations and
Synagogues in Randolph.



