





THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

JANUARY 27, 2008

Friends,

All human life is sacred and as Christians we
have the responsibility and privilege of convincing the
world that we must do all we can to protect life from
conception to natural death. We are all reminded of this
because of the Anniversary of Roe vs. Wade last week.
Abortion is a decision that we would like to see made
less as we become aware of the issues that force people
to make that choice. The Catholic Church has been at
the forefront of the battle to overturn Roe vs. Wade. We
are not a one issue Church and we do not value one life
over another. That’s why the loss of any life during war
is a tragedy also. As long as we label “them” as “the
enemy, “insurgents” or “the Iraqis” it almost
dehumanizes “them” and makes it more acceptable to
“kill them”. On my best days I wonder about “their”
stories, “their” families and “their” personalities. It is
their humanity that we share (not their culture or their
religion). If we envision God as a God of punishment
and condemnation or as a God of violence and
vengeance, then it gives us permission as individuals or
as a country to do likewise (especially if we add a belief
that we are doing if for God in that God loves “us” more
than God loves “them.”

I am very much against capital punishment and
am thrilled to see that Massachusetts continues to defeat
efforts to reinstate the death penalty. New Jersey has
recently banned the use of capital punishment and there
are other states that are contemplating the same move.
There is no doubt that a person’s financial background
plays a major role in hiring attorneys and therefore
makes all the difference as to the outcome of a trial. If
the difference between being convicted of first degree
murder and condemned to death and being found guilty
of 2" degree can rely on the ability of a defense lawyer
(and money can make all the difference) then how can it
ever be fair? Plus, once again, if you view God as a God
of vengeance and retribution then it gives you the right
to demand vengeance and retribution. And, once again,
I’'m interested in the individual stories. Who is the
person, where are they coming from emotionally,
morally, intellectually and spiritually and how has that
affected their decision- making. People need to be held
accountable for their actions but as a Christian I choose
life without parole over the death penalty.

As you can see, | am pro-life and anti-abortion.
They are not necessarily the same.

Enjoy yours,
Fr. Coyne

ADULT DISCUSSION CLUB

People have asked if it would be possible to have a
group of people get together to discuss issues that affect
our faith and relationship with the Church. It is not an
easy thing to do but it is necessary to have honest
conversation about the questions we have. We are adults
and we want to be aware of Church teaching and the role
of our conscience in our decision-making. We invite
anyone who may be interested in participating in these
discussions to come to the Church Hall on Wednesday
night, January 30" at 7pm. That night we can begin the
process by suggesting the issues, what format we could
use, what material we could read and how often we
would meet. What a wonderful opportunity to develop
our adult faith.

YOUTH MINISTRY POSITION

Our Parish Committee after a couple of months of
planning has now advertised our part-time position for a
Coordinator of Youth Ministry at St. Mary Parish. We
have contacted many local colleges, parishes and the
Archdiocesan Office for Youth Ministry, Cultural
Diversity and Black Catholics. We have drawn up a job
description, a parish profile and list of preferences. All
of these are available on our Parish Web-Site. If we
attract applicants we will begin the process of
interviews. It is our dream that if we get the right person
for this position that he/she will make it into a full-time
ministry. This is an exciting aspect of parish life and we
are able to make this a reality because of the
determination of the people of our parish, which is
evident in the increased offertory at Mass. Our young
people are a priority and we will do all we can to make
them aware of their importance to the parish. Thank you
for making this process possible in such a short time.

BLESSING OF THROATS

Since next Sunday, February 3™ is also the Feast
of St. Blaise we will offer the opportunity for our
parishioners to have their throats blessed. This will take
place both before and after each Mass. This is an
opportunity to pray for good health and to receive a
blessing. The Priests, Deacon and Eucharistic Ministers
will be available for this occasion at the 4pm on
Saturday, February 2 and the 8, 10 and 11:30 on Sunday,
February 3.

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, March 8" — LUAU — more info next week!!!



ST. MARY’S T.V. MASS

We are so thankful to the Boston Catholic
Television Network for inviting St. Mary’s Parish to
celebrate the Sunday morning Mass last Sunday at
7:30am on Channel 7. Over 3 4 million people view the
celebration. J The following parishioners joined us at the
studio for Mass: Frank & Judy Concannon, Jason &
Bryan Menard, Sheila & Joel Swanwick, Millie Morse,
Jean Riguel Ulysse, Patty & Bob O’Connor, Vincente &
John Reyes, Al Spring, Kay Wheeler, Elenita &
Engracio Awatin, Maxson St. Louis, Florence & Austin
Awasung, Tim Cao, Jason Adams, Felicia Kopoelman-
Hayes, Eileen & Nathan Sullivan and Sarah & Christine
Reyna. It was a wonderful experience for all.

ASH WEDNESDAY

Easter is very early this year (3/23) and so we
begin the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, February
6", We will celebrate Mass on Ash Wednesday at
12:10pm and 7pm. Ashes will be distributed during
those Masses only. We remind you that throughout the
season of Lent the daily Mass at 12:10 and the Saturday
morning Mass at 9am will all be celebrated in the main
Church instead of the Chapel. It is a wonderful
opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist more often and
many people make that special effort during Lent so the
Church is much more appropriate. Please join us as
often as possible.

SEVENTH & EIGHTH GRADE BOYS OLYMPICS

St. Mary’s would like to enter at least one team
or more into a Junior High Olympics that we will
sponsor on Tuesday, February 19™ at the Murphy School
in Dorchester. Fr. Coyne has organized this day for
many years and we invite many parishes to enter teams.
The boys compete throughout the day in basketball,
volleyball, gym, hockey, water basketball and superstars
(chin-ups, tug-o-war, long jump, etc). Lunch is included
and trophies are awarded at the end of the day. We will
go together, meeting in the Church parking lot on
Tuesday, February 19™ at 8:30am and returning around
Spm. Cost is free. The parish will pay. Any boy in
Grade 7 or 8 in public or parochial school is welcome.
We will pass out information to our Religious Education
classes. Others should call Fr. Coyne (781) 963-4141 if
you are interested. We also need high school students
and older to referee and score keep. There will be a
similar day for girls on the April vacation,

SKI TRIP APPRECIATION

Last Saturday 38 teenagers from Randolph and
beyond traveled with us to Nashoba Valley Ski Resort.
The weather was perfect and so were the kids. It is such
a healthy sport and a privilege to see so many of our
young people ski and snowboard (some for the first
time). We are so proud of them that we want you to
know their names: Michael Andrews, Louis Bloom,
Emily Cunningham, Max Dolgin, Ruby Cheung, Maura
Donahoe, Brandon Dryer, Jennifer Fallon, Andrew
Finnell, Samantha Flanagan, Nicole Gammon, Brendan
Healy, Christopher Horne, Kevin Kourafas, Steven
Kunevich, Bryant Loftin, Brittany Lynch, Stephanie
Lynch, Tina Matta, Ariana McBride, Colin McMahon.
Christopher McNamara, Patrick McNamara, Annika
Monkarsh, Adam Murphy, Ian Newton, Julie Nickley,
Sean Piaseck, Josh Potener, William Rust, Kevin
Slavinsky, Ben Smith, Stephen Smith, Jason Sylvestre,
Michelle Tan, John Weeks, Robert Wilson & Julie
Young. Special thanks to the chaperones: Marie
McBride, Brian & Celeste McNamara, Gerry Stepherson
and Fr. Coyne and to the Y.E.S. (Youth Enrichment
Services) who sponsored the trip.

KNOWLEDGE

. Jece

Now Enrolling For Fall 2008
22 Seton Way (Rear)
Randolph, MA 02368
Tel: 781-767-5800
Program Hours 9am-12pm
Option for an extended day from 12pm-1pm for lunch
Upcoming Open Houses
Sun: January 27, 2008 9:30am-11:30am

ST. MARY CYO BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
Sunday, January 27, 2008
Juniors vs. S. H. Quincy-8:30 at Atlantic
Cadets vs. S. H. Roslindale-3:30 at Sacred Heart
Monday, January 28, 2008
Cadets vs. St. Paul — 6:30 at Donovan
Cadets vs. St. Agatha-6:30 at JFK
Juniors vs. St. Peter at 7:30 at JFK




